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interesting question to determine to what extent their disproportionate 
congregation in cities is responsible for " their larger proportion of 
mentally and physically afflicted, their smaller bodily size, and the 
general ' movement ' of the Jewish population." Commerce seems to 
attract about three times as great a percentage of Jews as of Christians, 
though it should also be added that the handicrafts claim a much 
larger proportion than is conceded by anti-Semitic orators and pam- 
phleteers. In law, medicine, and literature on the continent, but not 
in England, Jewish names figure much oftener than in the general 
population, this being especially true of Austria-Hungary and Prussia ; 
and in the universities also their proportion is high. 

From a comparison of statistics of a considerable number of 
countries it appears that Jews marry younger, and, at the same time, 
less frequently than Christians, have a smaller birth rate according to 
population, but larger according to marriages ; a smaller death rate, 
particularly under five years of age, and perhaps a slightly greater 
longevity. Jews are shorter and narrower than other European 
races, have darker hair and eyes, and, strangely, a larger percentage 
of red-haired persons. 

There is much other interesting and suggestive matter in this work, 
to which it will be impossible to call attention. Those interested are 
therefore urged to refer directly to Mr. Jacobs's temperate and un- 
prejudiced discussion. 

Charles F. A. Currier. 



THE WOOL BOOK. 



A Statistical Manual Containing the Latest Official Data of the 
Production, Movement, and Consumption of Wool in all Countries. 
Compiled for the National Association of Wool Manufacturers, by 
S. N. D. North, Secretary, Boston, 1892. 

This little volume is another illustration of the increasing tendency 
in all large lines of business to predicate enterprise upon authenticated 
statistical data. This has long been true in cotton, in iron and steel, 
and in other lines. The present publication is, we believe, the first 
attempt in any country to supply a commercial haudbook containing 
all the attainable data regarding the world's production and consump- 
tion of wool. 
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There were great difficulties to be overcome in its compilation on 
account of the different methods of ascertaining and recording wool 
production and sales, the conflicting official statements, and the meager- 
ness of data from distant and semi-barbarous countries that supply a 
large portion of the world's clip. The compiler has been careful to 
state the authority for his figures in every case ; and where they con- 
flict he has made no effort to reconcile them. A striking illustration 
of these discrepancies is found in the different totals of the number of 
sheep in the United States, given by the Census office and the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, a difference which warns us again that it does 
not follow because statistics are labelled " official " and duly certified 
that they can be implicitly relied upon. This volume shows that for 
years the official estimate, by the Department of Agriculture, of the 
total wool clip of the United States has been from 20,000,000 to 
30,000,000 pounds less than the commercial estimates ; and it is sig- 
nificant that the commercial estimate should be the one generally 
accepted in the trade as nearest the fact. 

The reader of The Wool Book will be impressed by the fact that 
the English have much closer methods of calculating their annual 
wool supply and consumption than our own people ; that the French 
are also far behind the English in this respect, and the Germans far 
behind the French. These four countries are recognized as the great 
wool manufacturing nations, Great Britain standing first, France and 
the United States following close behind in the order named, and 
Germany not far behind either. In these four countries two-thirds 
of the world's wool product are worked up. 

The Wool Book makes an original estimate of the total wool clip of 
the world, which will attract attention because it is larger than any 
before given. It is founded upon the table of F. X. von Neumann- 
Spallart, of Stutgart, as published in the Ubersichten der Welk- Wirth- 
schaft, where the annual wool supply is (igured at 1,983,,396,000 lbs., 
and upon the London Board of Trade estimates, which place the 
world's wool clip at 1,950,000,000 in 1890. The present estimate 
puts the total at 2,450,773,000 ; and as the estimated production of 
each country is given in detail, there is opportunity for those who 
think the total too large to show where any error has been made. 

We may conclude this notice by calling atteution to the great aid 
which is given to statistical science and investigation by publications 
for purely commercial purposes, of which this book is a type. Col- 
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lected within the compact space of a hundred odd pages, carefully 
indexed and arranged, we have here all the data required for the close 
study of one of the greatest of our economic problems, much of it 
drawn from sources not ordinarily available to students of statistics 
and of political economy. Students of that problem, in any of its 
aspects, may save themselves many hours of wearisome search in 
libraries by consulting its pages. 



DIVORCE STATISTICS IN THE UNITED STATES. 



The following paragraphs, from the last annual Report of Rev. 
Dr. S. W. Dike, Secretary of the National Divorce Reform League, 
for the year ending December 31, 1891, indicate the recent develop- 
ment of statistics of divorce. 

Some will remember that we have pointed out the great aid the 
census might have given in determining what proportion of the 20 per 
cent of the divorces of the United States, which are obtained in states 
other than the one in which the marriage took place, belong to those 
sought by non-residents. Had the population, under the census of 
1880, been classified both by conjugal condition and place of birth, 
instead of the latter alone, Mr. Wright could have shown this. I laid 
this need before the Superintendent of the present census, and he 
assures me that this work shall be done for 1890, and perhaps for the 
previous census from the original schedules. This will enable us to 
compare, for example, the number of married persons in California 
who were born in New York with the number divorced in California 
who had been married in New York, as the latter fact was brought 
out in the report of Mr. Wright. In this way a reasonably good 
estimate can be made of the extent of migration expressly for easy 
divorce. 

STATE REGISTRATION REPORTS. 

The importance of extending a common system of the registration 
of marriages and divorces over the country was presented in our 
Report for 1890. It was especially urged that every license for a 
second marriage should give the previous conjugal condition, whether 
single, widowed or divorced, as well as the date and place of the dis- 
solution of the former marriage. The sociological value of these facts 
would be great ; and so would their practical uses in rendering biga- 



